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The Theme: The Goodness and Severity of God.
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The Text:  Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God
Rom. 11:22 
The Thots: 


A. Behold, the Severity of God with Moses.

Rom. 11:22b

The LORD said unto him, This is the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, 
I will give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither.



Deut. 34:4
1. God’s Stated Promise to Abram (Abraham) and his seed concerning the Land.

Gen. 15:18
The LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land…
2. Moses was Prohibited to Lead the people of Israel into the Land. The background.
a. When Israel Murmured against Moses that there was no water for them to drink,


God told Moses to Strike the Rock with his Rod and water would gush out.
Exo. 17:6 


Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, 

and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so…


b. When Israel murmured against God the Second time, God told Moses to Speak to the Rock. Num.  20:7 The LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Take the rod…and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; 
and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock:
c. But Moses was angry and he Smote the Rock this Second time with his Rod twice.
Num. 20:10f And Moses… said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock? 

Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly…

d. Moses Spoilt God’s Picture of Portraying Christ being Smitten for our Salvation Only Once – not twice!
i. The Rock Represented Christ:

I Cor. 10:4 

…for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.

ii. The Rock need to be Smitten only once to Show Christ’s One Offering for Sin Suffices ONCE for all – 
So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many…
Heb. 9:28
We are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
Heb. 10:10
iii. Moses Committed a Serious Sin when he Struck the Rock twice – he thus was penalised!
Num. 20:12
The LORD spake unto Moses…Because ye believed Me not, to sanctify Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them.

Thus, God’s Severity!
B. Behold the Goodness of God with Moses.

Rom. 11:22a
a. But God was Gracious and He still Permitted Moses to see the Land…
Deut.  32:49, 52
Get thee up…unto mount Nebo…and Behold (view, NKJV) the land of Canaan.

32:49a
Yet thou shalt see the land before thee; 


32:52a
b. …But not to Lead the People into the Land – thou shalt not go over thither unto the land  
32:52b

c. Because Moses Smote the Rock instead of Speak to it as instructed: 

 32:51 
Ye trespassed against Me…at the waters of Meribah-Kadesh. 
cf. Num. 20:7-11
2. Moses had finished his Task well; it was Time for God to Take him home.
Deut.  
32:50
And die in the mount whither thou goest up, and be gathered unto thy people.

3. God Spared him to Sight the Promised land before he went home to be with God.

Thus, God’s Goodness!

C. Behold the Grace of God toward all Men.

Titus 2:11

  For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men.
1. As demonstrated in God’s Gift of His Son for them.

Heb. 2:9 
But we see Jesus…that He by the grace of God should taste death for every man. 
2. As demonstrated by God’s Goodness and Love to forgive and save them from their sins. 
Eph. 2:4, 5, 8 But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, 
Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ…
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
Thus God’s Grace, Mercy and Love!
Con. God’s Severity and Holiness demanded that all Sin be punished.

God’s Sovereign Goodness sent His Son to be punished as our Substitute.


God’s Saving Grace offers the Gift of Salvation and Eternal life to us.

Let us this day remember Him Who loved us and gave Himself for us until He comes again for us.
I Cor. 10:26
Years I spent in vanity and pride, Caring not my Lord was crucified,
Knowing not it was for me He died on Calvary.

Mercy there was great, and grace was free; Pardon there was multiplied to me;


There my burdened soul found liberty at Calvary.
William R. Newell
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 609


1. In scripture, again and again, we read of God’s readiness to forgive sinners for their sins, e.g. 1 John 1:9 (KJV) 
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Also God’s fatherly love to welcome back a prodigal son is best illustrated in the parable that Jesus told and which was preserved for all time and generations in

Luke 15:20-24 (KJV) 

But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet:  And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. 

Whether a person be a sinner sinning against God, or a prodigal son returning to the father, when he confesses his sin, God is justified to forgive all his sins that commit him to be a sinner (for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God, Rom. 3:23) and also to forgive all his unrighteousness that he has committed against God and his fellow-men. God can do this, i.e. forgive the sinner or his backsliding son because His Spotless Sinless Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Just, had died for the Unjust (For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: I Pet. 3:18). Therefore, God now God can righteously and justly forgive the sinner without His attributes being compromised at all.
If you have sinned against God as a sinner against His law or as a son straying away from His love, you can always turn or return to Him by confessing your sins, and He will welcome you back into His family – such is the amazing love and grace of God!


REFLECT.
2. Was God fair to punish Moses so severely in not allowing His faithful servant to lead His people into the Promised Land, just for one seemingly simple single act of disobedience when He could forgive the multitude of sins committed by the sinner against His laws?
Isaiah 1:18 
Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

Micah 7:19 
He will…have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.

Psalm 103:12 
As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us. 

Hebrews 8:12; 10:17
For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more. 

Moses spoilt the picture that Christ, as the Rock, could be smitten only once. His perfect sacrifice for our sins satisfied God once and for all. There was no need for it to be repeated. Hence…

Hebrews 10:10-12
By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God.

Jesus must not be made to look that He needed to sacrifice repeatedly as the priests in the Old Testament to make atonement for the people’s sins. Jesus’ sacrifice was perfect and He finished what He came to do; He need not repeat it. Unfortunately today there are still some groups who act out the sacrifice of the Lord repeatedly in their church services. They have spoilt God’s picture of Christ’s sacrifice. Are you in this group?
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: Jesus Smitten once suffices to save us from all sin always.
